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I believe Christmas and the reason for the coming of Christ should be a source of encouragement to us as 
a nation. Jesus came to bring hope to a people who were experiencing darkness at the hands of their king 
and his foot soldiers.  
 
The people were impoverished and burdened with heavy taxation while those who ruled lived luxuriously, 
but the coming of Christ ushered in a new day in the lives of many. He brought a message of hope. 
Despite the darkness we have experienced this year, we must draw from the Christmas message of hope 
and look forward to a brighter day ahead. Jesus’ very birth was a miracle so why not a miracle for our na-
tion, our churches, with the things that now plagues us disappearing into the past.  
 
I received hope at our Lay and Clergy Institute as we openly discussed relationship building with the pew 
and the pulpit. I also received hope during my visit to Willow Tree AME Church. I was pleasantly sur-
prised at the number of people that were in Church School. Yes, Church School!  Not only does Willow 
Tree have an adult class but, also a primary class, youth, and teenager class with a total attendance of 
twenty eight during my visit.  I was informed that many of the youth were absent.  
 
It is said “if only you can believe, all things are possible.”  
 
I join with all those who would like to see sunny days ahead. The Christmas season is right for this as it is 
the time of year when millions around the world are hoping for better days ahead.  As a church and coun-
try, let us join together and do the same. The light is here, let us all embrace it and allow joy, peace, free-
dom, prosperity and hope to once more fill the land.  
 
Join us as we come together 10:00 a.m. on January 11, 2020 at Persimmon Grove, Greensboro, NC to   
discuss and implement the business of the church. 

 
Merry Christmas and thank you for your willingness to serve! 

Penny S. Oliver, President         

Second Episcopal District ~  African Methodist Episcopal Church 
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE LAY ORGANIZATION 

Website:  http://wncclay.org/  

“Laity walking humbly with God to do justice and to love kindness” 

Micah 6:8 (ESV) 

http://wncclay.org/
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December 2019 

 

I greet you in the Mighty and Matchless name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ!  

 

The Western North Carolina Conference Lay Organization 2020 membership drive has begun! Membership 
dues are $6.00 for adults.  Membership dues must be current for voting and election privileges.  

 

The election of offices for the Western North Carolina Conference Lay Organization of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church is scheduled for April 11, 2020 at 10 am at St. James AMEC, 1501 North 
Patterson Street, Winston Salem, North Carolina 27105. 

 

Membership dues must be received on or before March 20, 2020 or post marked no later than March 
18, 2020 for election and voting privileges. Please send your membership dues and names to the Cre-
dential/Membership Chair, Sister Shontea Smith, 309 Cherry Grove Street, Durham, NC  27703.  

 

Let us be in fervent prayer for our nation and its people, as we pray for the world in which we live. Thus, I 
implore YOU, to join the WNCCLO, let us put on the Mantle of Unity and use all of our God-given gifts of 
the Spirit. Let us work together to allow God to be lifted up, and glorified the mission and purpose of our 
Lay Organization: 
 
1. To proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ (Mark 16:15);  
2. To advance the present ministry of Jesus Christ, particularly as it is embodied by the mission of the Afri   
     can Methodist Episcopal Church (2 Corinthians 5:14-20; see mission, vision, and purposes at  
     http://www.ame-church.com/about-us/mission.php); 
3. To encourage Bible study and to uphold the Bible as our only source for faith and doctrine (2 Timothy     
     3:16-17; see article of faith #5 at http://www.ame-church.com/about-us/beliefs.php); 
4. To promote an understanding of The Doctrine and Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church   
     2012 as an organized source of our laws, government, and belief statements (1 Corinthians 12:4-6;  
     http://www.ame-church.com/about-us/structure.php); 
5. To teach good stewardship and respect for constituted authority (Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Timothy 2:1-7);  
6. To engage the laity in social action ministry, reaching beyond the walls of the Church to champion  
     goodwill toward all (Galatians 6:9-10). 
 
I thank you for your willingness to serve! 
 
 
The Western North Carolina Conference Lay Organization 

Sister Penny Oliver, President 

Penny S. Oliver, President                        Betty Parker, 1st Vice President                       Diane Foy, Recording Secretary  

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE LAY ORGANIZATION 

http://www.ame-church.com/about-us/mission.php
http://www.ame-church.com/about-us/beliefs.php
http://www.ame-church.com/about-us/structure.php
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LAY ORGANIZATION 
W e s t e r n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  C o n f e r e n c e  

WNCC-LO is accepting bids for our annual Prayer 
Breakfast.  All bids must be submitted before 
April 4, 2020. For consideration, event spaces 

must seat comfortably at least 250 people. 

Saturday, September 12, 2020 @ 10:00 a.m. 
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3121 West Gate 
City Boulevard 

****** 

Greensboro,  
North Carolina 

27407 

https://www.ame2.com/  

Group Name: AME Mid-Winter Gathering 2020 

Group Room Rate:  $134.00 per night (Double & King) 

Group Rate Cut-off Date:  January 13, 2020 

https://www.ame2.com/
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The word "advent," from the Latin adventus (Greek parousia), 

means "coming" or "arrival." The Advent Season is focused on 

anticipating the arrival of Jesus as Messiah (Christ or King). The 

worship, scripture readings, and prayers not only prepare us spir-

itually for Christmas (his first coming), but also for his second 

coming. This is why the Scripture readings during Advent in-

clude both Old Testament passages related to the expected Messiah, and New Testament passages concern-

ing Jesus' second coming as judge of all.  

 Christmas is not meant to be an isolated day, but a festival of the Incarnation in the midst of 

the Church year. Christmas is only properly understood after having the preparation provided by Advent. In 

the midst of the secular excesses leading up to Christmas, Advent provides a welcome solace and an oppor-

tunity to continually re-orient ourselves to God's will as we expectantly wait for the true meaning of Christ-

mas: the Incarnation of God the Son. 

http://web.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/?p=23341  

http://www.ancient-future.net/cyear2.html
http://web.stemiliescps.wa.edu.au/?p=23341
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  St.  James AME Church History – Historic Method – Raleigh, NC 

 

Saint James African Methodist Episcopal Church is a Gothic Revival brick 

structure, which received its historical landmark status from the Raleigh His-

toric Districts Commission (RHDC) on September 1, 2009. The church is his-

torically significant as an important example of the spirit of community-

building and individual and collective improvement, supported by African-

American residents, entrepreneurs, and as the only church that still occupies 

its early-twentieth-century structure.  

 As an early settlement, the Mason Village or Masonville population grew, so 

did the need for a place of worship. The community was comprised of hard working people, earning 

wages from farming, janitorial work, construction jobs, house cleaners, and laborers at the local state 

college. During this Reconstruction era, people would gather at individual homes, outside, or any other 

available space to practice their Christian beliefs.  Therefore, in 1872, a group of courageous men, Lou-

is Atwater, Zaney Coggins, Lewis Mason, Bennett Powell, John Rhone, and Henry Wood, set their sight 

on a parcel of property for a holy place. Through God’s blessings, the first wooden structure was erect-

ed.    County records indicate that the church had been in existence six years prior to the building of the 

actual foundational structure, making the founding year 1866. These records also show additional land 

was acquired at the rear of the church in later years. It is believed that either the Norfolk Southern 

Railway or the United States Postal Service changed the name of Mason Village to Method around 

1890. 

 The current edifice, built in 1923, is one of nine buildings and 

athletic facilities that are a part of Berry O’Kelly Historic Dis-

trict and School Campus. The land for the new structure had 

been donated by one of Method’s most prominent business-

men, Berry O’Kelly. The church has architectural significance 

and is built of solid red brick masonry, an irregular form, a 

front-gable roof, and a tall tower and steeple.  The building 

remains well-preserved and retains much of its original fea-

tures on the exterior, including its pointed-arch, stained-glass 

windows, doorways, and brick- framed sign.  St. James served as the site where numerous Berry 

O’Kelly School graduation ceremonies were held, during the tenure of the school’s operation.  The 

church has a rich history, but we realize there are still some missing pieces.  We know from banking 

documentation that a church parsonage was acquired during the early 1950s. 

Several Sunday School conventions and district meetings have been held at the church. Under the pas-

torate of Rev. James N. Sheares and Mrs. Shirley Sheares, St. James’ youth member, Sharon Taylor, won 

several oratorical contests. St. James was a circuit church during those years, rendering services only 

on the first and third Sundays.  Rev. Sheares was also the overseer at Piney Grove AME on the second 

Sunday, and Boylan Chapel AME Church on the fourth Sunday.  The Reverend Mary Frazier, A.J. Turner, 

J. Bernard Wilder, Whalen Hogan, and Robert Walker, all served as Associate Ministers under Rev.  

James N. Sheares.  
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St.  James AME Church History   ~  Continued   

 The list of other circuit pastors include: Reverend Murray, Hadden, Easterling, Wallace, Dr. 

R. W. Wisner, David Jackson, Jasper D. Hill, Jr., J.O. Smith, J. J. Baker, B. H. Lucas, C. C. Scott, B. F. 

Pickett, A. J. Mattison, Sidney Williams, Josiah Davis, Joseph Hunter, S. A. Thompson, and Nathaniel 

Gaylord. 

 Sister Dora Stroud, for whom our Missionary Society is named after, invited all into the 

house of the Lord, whether you were a regular attendee, or not. She worked diligently to build the 

Men’s Sunday School class and Missionary Society. Miss Dora, as she was affectionately called, was 

known throughout Method and the greater AME community, for sponsoring youth plays, assigning 

Easter speeches, organizing baby contests, mock weddings, and other rewarding dramas.  Even 

through difficult times, Miss Dora and other willing workers joined together to provide spiritual 

growth and physical needs of the early church. They wanted to maintain the integrity and dedica-

tion of the early parishioners. These pioneers include, Lonnie and Beulah Atwater, Bertha Edwards, 

Fred and Florence Hackney, Lorena Money Hall, Ethel Banks Harris, Mary Ida Harris, Roxie Parrish 

Lee, Wiley and Lillie Rogers, Ida and Mary P.  Thomas, Kathleen Utley, Savannah Rogers, Louise 

Muckle, Thomas Wilcox, Deck Mason, and Jack Hicks.  

 Rev. James N. Sheares departed St. James in 1972, after his appointment as a Presiding Elder 

of the Western North Carolina Conference of the AME Church. He left our congregation much wiser 

and stronger.  St. James became a station church, after the closure of Boylan Chapel.  As years 

passed, the church continued to move forward under the tutelage of Rev. William E. Diggs, Rev. Al-

len D. Terrell, Rev. David L. Morrison, Rev. Samuel T. Wilson, Rev. Thomas G. Weatherford, Rev. 

James Beard, Rev. Casimir K. Brown, Rev. Kelvin Royster, and Rev. Leodis Strong.  

 The Rev. J. Bernard Wilder was the only shepherd who served St. James as an Associate Pas-

tor, Senior Pastor, and as its Presiding Elder. The church sanctuary was carpeted, new hymnals and 

bibles were purchased, the church parsonage was sold, and a stationary telephone line was added 

during his administration. 

 After the arrival of Rev. A.J. Holman, the church body voted to begin a 

building project.  The congregation wanted a fellowship hall, a new Pastor Study, 

and separate bathrooms.  The people had the mind to work, but the task was an 

uphill battle. The church decided not to borrow the money for the addition, but 

rather pay out of pocket because of bad business dealings.  After countless fund-

raising efforts, the addition was completed under the direction of Rev. Randolph 

Phillip Lynch, Sr. The additional space was dedicated by Bishop Vinton R. Ander-

son, Presiding Prelate of the Second Episcopal District of the African Methodist Church on June 6, 

1999.  There are many family members and friends who helped to complete this venture.  
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St.  James AME Church History   ~  Continued   

 The history of St. James would not be complete without sharing the story of Bro. Joseph 

Clyde Atwater. He was a trustee, steward, and the longest serving Sunday School Superintendent in 

the history of the church, at over 20 years.  During his 95+ years as a member, he inspired all who 

came in contact with him.  He believed in the Proverb 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should 

go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  He and his wife, Mrs.  Lula Pearl Atwater donat-

ed many items to the church, including an organ, a heating and air conditioner unit, and a kitchen 

suite.  

 The Sons of Allen auxiliary was organized under the pastorate of Rev. Harry J. Simpson. The 

purpose of the SOA Fellowship group is to foster closer relationships between men of the church, to 

equip men of the church for meaningful service, to reach unchurched men, and to present positive 

role models for our youth. 

 In May 2012, the membership welcomed Reverend Phyllis T. Royal. The congregation em-

braced her vision of outreach ministry and expansion of the Christian Education Department, to 

make it a more vital entity of the church. Pastor Royal and her husband, Dr. Erroll Royal, have spon-

sored several workshops for the community. Under her leadership, a website has been developed; a 

non-profit community alliance has been established, which includes a scholarship component. The 

alliance also conducted its first summer daycare program.  The church sanctuary has had a facelift 

with new carpet, refaced padded pews, a new pulpit altar set, new roof, new steps for the entryway, 

painting of the fellowship hall, and re-facing of the brick exterior and church sign.   

 Throughout the years, the church has faced many trials, but God is our refuge and only 

through faith in him, we remain to serve the community. We spread the Gospel through outreach 

ministry at local assisted living/rehabilitation facilities, provide food security at the local shelters 

and the AME empowerment center, send school supplies/snacks to local classrooms, host mentor-

ing sessions for our youth and enrichment workshops for adults, support victims of domestic vio-

lence, and give gifts for the prison angel tree ministry. May God’s rich blessings continue to rein 

over St. James and its congregation. 



 14 

HONORING OUR HEROES: 

Greater Bethel Veterans’ Day  Worship Service 

On Sunday November 10, 2019 Greater Beth-
el AME Church, Charlotte NC under the lead-
ership of Dr. Abdue Knox I, Pastor, honored 
our heroes through a powerful worship expe-
rience led by Veterans as worship partici-
pants. As a part of the worship experience, 
The 208th Army Band Brass Quintet provided 
patriotic music that ushered in a spirit of God 
and patriotism for everyone present.  

As the service continued, Reverend 
Dr. Calvin Sydnor III, 20th Editor of 
The Christian Recorder and retired 
Army chaplain, preached a dynamic 
sermon entitled “Too Busy”. He in-
spired everyone by reminding the 
congregation that “We need to be 
about God’s business. It’s not the 
problem of being busy, but what we 
are busy about.” He encouraged the 
church to “be busy about God’s 
business.”  

As the worship experience concluded, the con-
gregation left inspired and renewed; com-
mitted to doing God’s work and being busy tak-
ing care of God’s business.  The Veterans left  

feeling honored and proud of the sacrifice that they made for their country. The Veterans 
and their family fellowshipped with each other in a luncheon sponsored and served by 
the Class Leaders Council, Ruth J. Youngblood, President.  Greater Bethel AME Church is 
proud of our Veterans and the sacrifice of these brave men and women. .  We thank our 
Veterans for their service.  To God be the glory! 
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Mark Your Calendars 

Upcoming Events 

Around the Connection 

 

 
 

December 5-7, 2019 ……………………Connectional Lay Organization Executive Board Meeting 

                   Atlanta, GA 

 

December 8, 2019 ….………...…..……….……… 2:30PM..………………..………...…..Church Anniversary       

       Macedonia— Milton, NC — Rev. Kelvin Royster, Pastor                

                4164 Yarboroughs Mills Road—Milton, NC   

     Guest Preacher, Rev. Larry McDonald, Pastor of Allen Chapel AMEC—Roxboro, NC 

 

December 14, 2019……..….....11AM-3PM……….…WNCC Christmas Luncheon With The Bishop                                   

      St. Joseph—Durham, NC—Rev. Dr. Jonathan Augustine, Pas-

tor 2521 Fayetteville Street—Durham, NC                                                                                         

 

December 31, 2019 ….………...…..……….………8:00PM..……………..…..………...Watch Night Service    

       Macedonia— Milton, NC — Rev. Kelvin Royster, Pastor     

     Guest Preacher, Rev. Angel Lea, Pastor of High Street Baptist Church—Milton, NC 

 

March 31, 2020 ………………………………….……..……………… Lay Organization Evangelism Sunday 

 

 

May 5-9, 2020 ……..…………………………….………. 128th Session of the WNC Annual Conference 

            Embassy Suites—Greensboro, NC  

 

 

May 28-30, 2020 …………………………..……………… 2nd District Legacy Fest & Planning Meeting 

Ebenezer— Fort Washington, MD 

 

July 8-20, 2020 ………………...…………….....……………………….……. AMEC 51 st Quadrennial Session 

Orlando,  FL 
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Articles, church history, events, and hidden 
figures to be considered for the January 
THE LAY EXPRESS newsletter:  

 
DEADLINE— DECEMBER 26th 

 
Email to Sister Angela Elam 

allendur@aol.com 

mailto:allendur@aol.com

