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Most of you know my favorite song is, “Nobody Greater”, by VaShawn Mitchell. The lyrics 
state: 

Searched all over, couldn't find nobody 
I looked high and low, still couldn't find nobody 

Nobody greater, nobody greater no, nobody greater than You 
Searched all over, couldn't find nobody 

I looked high and low, still couldn't find nobody 
Nobody greater, nobody greater, nobody greater than You 

 

Those words are true for me, there is nobody greater than Jesus, NOBODY. Yes, I love my son, 
Nick, and my two grands, but the truth is there is nobody greater than Jesus.  Nick, Katie, and 
Jasmine can’t do what Jesus can do for me. The lyrics of the song continue saying: 

Nobody can heal, like you can 
Oh Most Holy One, You are the Great I Am 

Awesome in all Your ways and mighty is Your hand 
You are He who carried out redemption's plan 
You are He who carried out redemption's plan 

 

My question to you, if we worship Jesus inside the 4 walls of the church at least weekly, why 
don’t we take that worship outside the 4 walls and share it with others who are Searching all 
over, that You can’t find nobody or nothing greater than Jesus. They can look high and 
low, still They will find nobody greater than Jesus. 

 

It’s what Jesus did and would do, if He were physically still among us. He would love 
and serve people in tangible ways. 

It’s a break for people who devote time “within the walls” to be free to go outside the 
walls, which is where our Greater focus lies. 

It’s an introduction to serving, and we heard repeatedly, “I’d like to do this more often, 
not just on this Sunday.” Bulls eye! 

It gives us a chance to practice “with reach.” That is, we can serve alongside non-
members and even non-believers, creating community so that people can belong, even 
before they believe. 

It’s a bonding time for the people serving together on a project. 

It’s a way to communicate that “giving” involves more than the offering plate. It also 
involves our time and talents. 

It blesses people around us, earning the church a bit of trust for the hearing of the    
Gospel when we open our doors. 

It’s fun. This wasn’t our primary motive, but it certainly will be fun! 
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The world is in desperate need of Christians willing to show the love of Christ through their 
actions. Jesus said the second greatest commandment was to love others—not sentimentally, 
but tangibly. Every action performed out of kindness, empowered by the understanding of 
Christ and His love, is Christian service. 
 
Bishop Davis has challenged the lay organization of each annual conference to celebrate ”New 
Lives in Christ” who have given their life to Christ during the conference year and have joined 
the AMEC family. We encourage you to take photos of the “New Lives in Christ” in your 
churches. We want to celebrate and welcome them on Lay Night in their journey to do God’s 
Will. 
 
We look forward to you joining us on August 10, 2019, at Mt. Sinai AME Church, Pittsboro, 
NC, at 10 am for our regular conference lay meeting. 
 
 
 Thank you for your willingness to serve! 
 
President Oliver 
WNCC Lay Organization 

O U R  P L E D G E  

We come to celebrate “New Lives in Christ” with those who have given their lives to Christ during 

this past conference year and have joined the African Methodist Episcopal Church Family. We welcome 

you and we pledge to nurture you as we assist in your preparation for discipleship. We shall offer to you 

the study of the Holy Scriptures, as well as the study of the rich history and the Doctrine and Discipline 

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. We will support you in your quest to do God’s will as you 

offer yourself to the ministry of your local church and community. “It is our prayer that as God orders 

your steps; you will walk in His way, grow in His Spirit, and serve well in ministry and mission as a 

member of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.” 
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Historically, the African Methodist Episcopal Church engaged in economic          

development. Throughout the years, this wealth building, began over two          

centuries ago by our Founder, Bishop Richard Allen served as stepping stones to 

revenue streams that allowed the AME Church to establish colleges, seminaries, K

-12 schools, affordable housing, outreach centers, houses of worship, shopping 

centers. Revenues from these institutions advanced social justice, supported   

ministries to the least of these, built hospitals, and created a better future for  

congregants and the communities we serve. SUPPORT ERT at: ame2.com 

U P D AT E  F R O M  T H E  

E C O N O M I C   

R E A D I N E S S  T E A M  

The Second Episcopal  

Dist r ic t  c losed on the 

f i r s t  of  two Revenue 

Producing Proper t ies ,  

Ju ly  15,  2019.  

Great is the LORD! 
He is most worthy of praise!  

Psalm 145:3a 
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“STEWARDS  IN  THE  AME C HURCH”  
 

By now, all of our churches may have completely organized for this 

conference year, 2019-2020.   

 

Within the church, who is the chairperson of the Steward Board?  Yes, 

it is the Pastor who was appointed by the Bishop to serve the local 

church.  The Pastor is the chairperson.  He/she may appoint a chair-

person pro tem to serve in his/her absence. However, the Pastor may 

veto any action transacted by the Board of Stewards. 

 

The Pastor, who is in charge, shall nominate the number of stewards 

needed for the church.  They are presented to the Quarterly Confer-

ence to be confirmed or rejected. Once the Steward has been con-

firmed he/she shall serve for one year.  The same persons may be 

nominated annually. 

 

A Steward shall be elected at the first Quarterly Conference to repre-

sent the church at the District Conference, the Presiding Elder’s con-

ference. 

 

Please read your Doctrine and Discipline of the A.M.E. Church, 2016, 

for more information on the Steward.  Additional documents were 

provided at the Summer Summit, perhaps your Steward who attended 

will share the information  with you.  

L A Y  T E A C H I N G  M O M E N T  

Jackie Kanipe  

WNC-CLO, Director of Lay Activities 
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2019 

P r aye r  B r e a k f a s t  
L AY  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  
W e s t e r n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  C o n f e r e n c e  

SATURDAY  
9 | 14 | 19 
10 AM  

Macedonia AME Church 

4164 Yarboroughs Mill Road 

Milton, NC 27305   

Rev. Kelvin Royster, Pastor 

Sis. Joan Brandon, 

Local Lay President 

Tickets $20/person 

See your Local Lay President 

for  tickets! 

WNCC DELEGATES ELECTED TO 

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2020  

WILL BE RECOGNIZED AT THE BREAKFAST  
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H O S T  C H U R C H :  

S H I L O H  A M E  C H U R C H   —   1 3 2 3  N  P O W E R H O U S E  R D  

M O R G A N T O N ,  N C  2 8 6 5 5  —  ( 8 2 8 )  5 8 4 — 3 9 6 2  

 

 

P L E A S E   V I S I T  T H E  E A S T E R N  D I S T R I C T S  W E B S I T E  S I T E  FO R  T H E   

L AT E S T  I N F O  O N  W H AT  I S  H A P P E N I N G  AT :   

E A S T E R N W N C C 2 N DA M E C . O R G  

 

Send Event  Information for  the  

Eastern Dist r ic t  to  Webmasters :  

Hotels are fill-

ing up quickly 

so please book 

your rooms 

soon! 
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HOSTS  

Reverend Shelton and First Lady Rosazyn Miles 

ST .  JAMES  AME CHURCH 

1501 N PATTERSON  AVENUE  

W INSTON -SALEM ,  NC 

27105  

P R E S I D I N G  E L D E R   

REV .  DR .  CONRAD  K .  PRIDGEN  

Bishop James Davis  

Presiding Prelate of  

2nd Episcopal District 

Preaching Opening Service 
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S A V E  
T H E  

D A T E  

5 | 28 2nd District Ordination 

5 | 29 Dedication of New Building 

5 | 30 2nd District Pentecost 

5 | 31 Pentecost Sunday 
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The History of  
Bethel African Methodist EpiscopalChurch                                     

(Pleasant Garden)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the year of 1886, Mr. Joe Herbin donated land to build Bethel AME Church.  The cor-

nerstone was laid on July 4, 1887 by the pastor, members, and friends.  Some of the late 

officers to be remembered are the late Mr. Sam Taylor, Mack McCadden, James Jarrell, 

and Sam Glenn.  There were many members and friends who passed through the doors 

of this little church.  

This little wooden church served with some happiness through many storms and hard-

ships.  Some of the ministers to remember are the late Rev. J. O. Foster, W. T. Harris, and 

J. A. Hunter.  In the year of 1945, we talked about building a new church.  Rev. Hunter 

reorganized the church, and we began to work.  Rev. Hunter left us in 1946.  

Rev. J. R. Cheek came to pastor in March, 1946.  He reorganized the church.  The late 

Mr. Wood Benton was our treasurer.  We continued with our plans to build.  The mem-

bers decided to pay cash, for the materials, as they were needed.  The members made 

pledges.  Friends in Pleasant Garden and Greensboro, NC, gave us a helping hand in 

raising money for our new church.  The footing and basement were dug, and material 

was put on the yard.  

For a while we were like lost sheep.  In the year of 1955, we began to work, and in 1957, 

we built the walls of the church about 3 feet.  It stood until September 8, 1966, at which 

time Rev. Cheek organized building committees.  They were Jasper Davis, George 

Cheek, Hugh Kendall, Gilbert Moore, and Leonard Davis.  The committees worked 

hard, filled the basement, and finished the walls, and then added the roof.  

In November, 1966,  the hand of God moved and sent us Rev. R. E. Sharp.  He was a 

man with understanding.  He encouraged us to work hard and the building continued to 

move.  The members decided to do the work themselves, and by the help of the Lord and 

prayers, on the third  Sunday in August, 1968, we had our revival meeting in our new 

sanctuary.  Rev. Monroe Fuller conducted the services that week, and eight souls were 

added to our membership.  Our associate pastor was Rev. Annie Mae Glover Shoffner.  
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Bethel AME Church—Pleasant Garden History ~ Continued 

 

Other ministers to be mentioned were Rev. E. C. McClellan, Rev. George Turner, in which 

we constructed our Fellowship Hall.  After Rev. Turner, Rev. Slade, Rev. J. D. Coble, in 

which we added air condition to the Sanctuary, later came Rev. Herbert Carter who was a 

very Spiritual man of God, and really lifted our spirits to the highest.  Other ministers to 

mention were Rev. Benjamin Clay, Rev. Lula Williams, Rev. Mattie Smith, and Rev. Shirley  

DeCoster.  Under Rev. DeCoster, we added the stained glass windows, and carpet in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

We    don’t want to forget our women of the church who played a very important part    of 

the church; just to mention a few, Mrs. Viola Avant, known to many as Muh, was very 

inspirational to all whom she came in contact with.  Mrs. Virginia Davis was church clerk 

for many years, educational director, long term missionary worker, which now is named, in 

her honor, as the Virginia Davis Missionary Society.  We’ve been inspired by many women:  

Inez Crawford, Roxie Hobbs, Evelyn Moore, Lizzie Hopkins, Mary McCaden, Naomi 

Motley, Lillian Johnson, Maude Glenn, Katrina Cheek, and Annie Patterson.  The work that 

they have done, and the memories, will never be forgotten.  There were many others, to 

many to mention here, but we appreciate all persons who have come through these doors 

and contributed of their substance to bless our church, which still stands, because of the love 

they shared for their church.  

Our current Pastor is Rev. William V. Alston, Sr.  We are surely blessed to be under the 

leadership of such a dynamic man of God, who is 2nd to none.  He is appreciated and loved 

for his leadership, and godly wisdom. He leads the church with the love of God, and is a 

great example of one who serves the Lord, in humbleness and meekness. He is fun loving; 

always brings a smile;  and we love, honor, and respect his strong leadership.  Rev. Alston 

has added so much to our church.  We have new lighting, new restrooms, vans, remodeling 

of the sanctuary and fellowship hall, air conditioning in the fellowship hall and offices, new 

roof, a musician, sound system, new chairs in choir stand, bible study, etc…   We have 3 

associates:  Rev. Selena Bostic, Rev. Syretha Clark, and Rev. Eugene Moore.  We were 

blessed with one Pastor Retired, who returned home, Rev. George C. Cheek.  Rev. Cheek 

was called from labor to reward on February 20, 2018.   He is greatly missed. 

Rev. Alston is so instrumental to this church body, we look forward to a deeper relationship, 

and in going to higher heights, in the name of the Lord under his leadership.    

We wish to thank each and every one for the contributions which they have made toward 

our success, for without God and you, our efforts would have been in vain.  The officers and 

members of Bethel AME Church, join in the hope that the people who read these pages and 

enter our doors, will find information, inspiration, and Christian fellowship.  Let us labor 

together, as a church family, in spirit, truth, and love, so that men may see Jesus in our lives.  

No matter the struggle or sacrifice, we have come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord.  

 

Most humbly submitted,    
The Members of Bethel AME Church – Pleasant Garden 
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The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting 

thousands of people across the    

country to assist with the 2020      

Census count. Earn extra income while 

helping your community.  

A P P L I C A T I O N  A V A I L A B L E  A T :  

https://recruitment.2020census.gov/ats/careersite/census.aspx?site=1&c=census 
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Mark Your Calendars 

For These Upcoming Events 

Around 

the Connection 
 

August 5-7, 2019 ………………………….………. 7PM …………….....……………. Hunter’s Chapel Revival  

213 Buckhorn Rd., Mebane, NC 

Rev. Vernon P. Burns, Pastor 

 

August 9, 2019 …………………………………..…. 7PM …………………………………….... Saint John Revival  

3001 Tryon Rd., Raleigh, NC 

Rev. Allen Warren, Pastor 

 
August 9, 2019…………...7PM…...……...St. Joseph Back -2-School Youth Explosion & Shoe Drive 

Featuring John P. Kee 

Rev. Jonathan C. Augustine, Pastor 

VENUE:  Hillside High School, 3727 Fayetteville St, Durham, NC 

Admission is free for children 18 and under. 19 &up NEW pair of shoes for school aged  

children is required for a ticket. (CHILDREN & ADULTS NEED A TICKET). 

Ticket distributions/shoe drop off dates: through August 6th from 9:30am—7:30pm 

 

August 10, 2019 ….…………………………… 10AM …...……….…..……….. WNCC Lay Organization Meeting 

Mt. Sinai ~ Pittsboro, NC — Rev. Camelia Pearson, Pastor  

 

August 10, 2019 …….……………… 6PM ………………………Elizabeth AME Church’s Gospel Concert  

Proceeds from concert will support renovation of Elizabeth’s sanctuary & fellowship hall  

Rev. Patti Frazier, Pastor of Elizabeth  

VENUE:  St. Matthews — 1136 Apple St., Burlington, NC 

Rev. Patrice Fields, Pastor 

  

August 11, 2019 …….… 11AM & 3PM ..…...… Springdale’s Homecoming/Family & Friends Day  

5554 S NC HWY62, Burlington, NC 

Rev. Bridgette Gloster, Pastor 

  

August 11, 2019 …….… 11AM & 3PM ..…....… White Cross Homecoming/Family & Friends Day  

4604 Lebanon Rd., Efland, NC  

Rev. Myraette McGibbonney , Pastor 

 

August 11, 2019 …….……………………………………………………….…....… Poplar Springs Homecoming  

1261 Blackstone Road, Sanford, NC 

Rev. Saundra Bullock-Hunter, Pastor 

 

August 14-16, 2019 …………………..……….. 7PM ………………………….………. Poplar Springs  Revival 

1261 Blackstone Road, Sanford, NC 

Rev. Saundra Bullock-Hunter, Pastor 

 

August 14-16, 2019 …………………..……….. 7PM …………………………..……………. Lincolnville Revival 

6400 Chapel Hill Rd., Raleigh, NC 

Rev. Dr. Wayne E. Beatty, Pastor 
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Mark Your Calendars 

For These Upcoming Events 

Around 

the Connection 

 

 

August 14-16, 2019 …………………..……….. 7PM …………..……………..……………. White Cross Revival 

4604 Lebanon Rd., Efland, NC  

Rev. Myraette McGibbonney, Pastor 

 

August 15, 22, & 29, 2019 ………….……. 7PM ………………. Springdale’s Annual Revival Services 

5554 S NC HWY62, Burlington, NC 

Rev. Bridgette Gloster, Pastor 

 

August 17, 2019 ……………………………….11AM-1PM ………….……………………. Women’s Conference 

“Women on the Move for God” 

5554 S NC HWY62, Burlington, NC 

Rev. Bridgette Gloster, Pastor 

 

August 18, 2019 ……………… 3PM ……….…… New Vision United Choir 20th Anniversary Concert  

Emmanuel — 2018 Riddle Rd., Durham, NC 

Rev. John Burton, Pastor 
 

August 24, 2019 ……………………….. 10AM-2PM …………..…………… Back 2 School Community Day 

White Cross — 4604 Lebanon Rd., Efland, NC  

Rev. Myraette McGibbonney, Pastor 
 

August 25, 2019 …………..…….….. 10AM ………..…………….…. Emmanuel Family and Friends Day  

2018 Riddle Rd, Durham, NC  

Rev. John Burton, Pastor 
 

September 8, 2019 …………………………..….. 10:30AM & 3PM ……………......… Shiloh Homecoming 

1323 N. Powerhouse Rd., Morganton, NC 

Rev. Dr. Wayne Author Johnson, Sr., Pastor 
 

September 9-11, 2019 …………………..………………………………………..………..…..…….… Shiloh Revival  

1323 N. Powerhouse Rd., Morganton, NC 

Rev. Dr. Wayne Author Johnson, Sr., Pastor 
 

September 14, 2019 ….………..…………… 10AM..………………...….. WNCC-LO Annual Prayer Breakfast    

Macedonia— Milton, NC — Rev. Kelvin Royster, Pastor 

Sis. Joan Brandon, Local Lay President 

Tickets $20/person 
 

  

May 5-9, 2020 ……………………………….……………. 128th Session of the WNC Annual Conference  

Embassy Suites. Greensboro, NC 

Details Forthcoming 
 

May 28-30, 2020 …………………………..……………… 2nd District Legacy Fest & Planning Meeting  

Ebenezer— Fort Washington, MD 

Details Forthcoming 
 

July 8-20, 2020 ……………...…………………………….………….…….…. AMEC 51 st Quadrennial Session 

  Orlando,  FL     
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• Open an account at a Black Bank. 

For additional information on  

scholarships & conference events,  

Please visit the Second Episcopal District website, www.ame2.com,  

and/or the website of the WNCC Lay  Organization, www.wncclay.org. 

WE NEED YOUR “CHURCH HISTORY”,  

& “CHURCH EVENTS” 

BY AUGUST 26TH 

 

FOR PUBLICATION IN THE UPCOMING NEWSLETTER. 
 

Angela Elam, Director of Public Relations  ~ allendur@aol.com 

• Continue Mirroring Part III 

• Support ERT 

“This Too Shall Pass” By Henry Lee Battle 

http://www.ame2.com
http://WWW.AME2.COM
http://www.wncclay.org

